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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Pastor’s Note

If you were at Mass this weekend, you heard me preach about the Archdiocesan process called “Partners in the Gospel,”
through which nearly ever parish in the Archdiocese will be combined with neighboring parishes to make them stronger and
better equipped to preach the Gospel. This newsletter is here to fill in some details.

Startling Statistics

In my homily, | spoke about losing approximately 1.1 million Christians in this country each year. You can find that statistic in
the most recent Pew numbers, which are an update from their must-read religious landscape survey from 2015.

In addition to the Pew numbers, the work of Ryan Burge, an American Baptist Church pastor and professor of political science,
is deeply helpful in understanding religious demographics in the U.S. | have scrolled his Twitter page for hours. Below are a
few statistics from him that | either referenced or think are helpful.

e  Episcopal Church: Median age and general congregation size.

e Age demographics in different religions.

e Catholic weekly attendance has dropped precipitously since 1972, while other Christians have better attendance.

e 23% of people raised Catholic have left Christianity.

Archdiocesan Resources / Explanation

In response to these statistics (and other, local realities which will be presented in April), the Archdiocese is undertaking an
initiative called Partners in the Gospel. The master webpage explaining everything is at https://archseattle.org/partners/.

| particularly want to highlight the following:

1. The 10-minute video, which can also be found here.
The Q & A which is excellent and thorough.
The newsletter sign-up (bottom of this page), which will provide automatic updates so that you do not have to keep
checking the website.

4. This article from Northwest Catholic.

You can also hear my own homily from this weekend, either the Saturday night version, which ended up being unexpectedly
emotional, or the Sunday morning version, which did a better job presenting the practical points.



https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-landscape/
https://twitter.com/ryanburge
https://www.getreligion.org/getreligion/2021/7/7/these-numbers-are-headline-worthy-the-death-of-the-episcopal-church-is-near#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20troubling%20things%20about%20the,an%20Episcopalian%20in%202019%20was%20sixty-nine%20years%20old
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1596162417628958721
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1612096639644336128
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1612523946829832192
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1609217810374459395
https://archseattle.org/partners/
https://vimeo.com/790988133/a5454d8288
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/rkyfg9o8r6wh4cq8pb2qmxfseucncadr/file/1116060984963
https://archseattle.org/partners/
https://nwcatholic.org/news/jean-parietti/revitalizing-parishes-reigniting-faith-to-live-christ-s-mission
https://moorejesus.podbean.com/e/partners-in-the-gospel-emotional/
https://moorejesus.podbean.com/e/partners-in-the-gospel-straightforward/

Laying a Foundation

Even though we will not learn about our family configuration until October 2023, there is still a lot of work that can be done

between now and them. Three things specifically:

1.

Pray. As one of my favorite Psalms says, “Unless the LORD build the house, they labor in vain who build.” Everything
we do here will be meaningless unless it is first and foremost the work of God. We need to beg for his grace and favor
if we hope to succeed. You can use the prayer provided by the Archdiocese in English, Spanish, or Vietnamese.

Forgive. As | mentioned in a few of the homilies this weekend, if there has ever been a time to forgive, it is now.
Maybe we have been hurt by a local parish, priest, or fellow Catholic, and we responded to that hurt by switching
parishes. Unfortunately, we no longer have the luxury of living apart, and we have to do the hard work of forgiveness,
lest we find ourselves in the same parish family. If you need to talk out what forgiveness might look like for you,
please feel free to meet with me (https://frmoore.com/bookings).

Suggest. The main question | am asking myself, the parish staff, and the Pastoral Council at this point is “What do we
need to do now to lay a solid foundation for this process?” What initiatives do we need to complete? What programs
do we need to bring to a close, or maybe start up? Come July 01, 2024, | want our parish to enter into this process
without any distraction or hinderance. How can we use the next 18 months to give this process its best chance of
success when the time comes?

If you have opinions on these questions, you can let me know, or a member of the parish staff, or a member of our
Pastoral Council (Melissa Alves, Bill Attebery, Rik Dalvit, Kelsey Harrington, John Purdie, and Sue Ungern). While |
appreciate hearing from all of you, these are the two groups with which | collaborate most closely.

May the Lord bless you, and our parish, through this process!

In Christ, our Lord,


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/127
https://seattlearch.box.com/s/og4ljl9vxbf55115n7nq794784ycsy2u
https://seattlearch.box.com/s/9vrr3ygp2kotu9phs4kgpcbylz09iotm
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/rkyfg9o8r6wh4cq8pb2qmxfseucncadr/file/1118989652164
https://frmoore.com/bookings

° e / °
Edicion Especial
COMPANEROS EN EL EVANGELIO
22 DE ENERO DE 2023

Vayan, pues, y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones, bautizdndolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo,
ensefidndoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado; y jrecuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo.
-Mateo 28, 19-20

Nota del pastor

Si estuviste en la Misa este fin de semana, me escuchaste predicar sobre el proceso arquidiocesano llamado "Compafieros en
el Evangelio", a través del cual casi todas las parroquias de la Arquididcesis se combinaran con las parroquias vecinas para
hacerlas mas fuertes y mejor equipadas para predicar el Evangelio. Este boletin estd aqui para completar algunos detalles.

Estadisticas sorprendentes
(Todos los enlaces en esta seccion estdn en inglés.)

En mi homilia, hablé sobre la pérdida de aproximadamente 1.1 millones de cristianos en este pais cada afio. Puede encontrar
esa estadistica en los numeros mas recientes de Pew, que son una actualizacidn de su _encuesta de paisaje religioso de lectura
obligada de 2015.

Ademas de los numeros de Pew, el trabajo de Ryan Burge, pastor Bautista y profesor de ciencias politicas, es profundamente
util para comprender la demografia religiosa en los Estados Unidos. He leido su pagina de Twitter durante horas. A

continuacién, hay algunas estadisticas de él a las que hice referencia o creo que son utiles.

e Iglesia Episcopal: Edad media y tamafio general de la congregacion.
e Datos demogréficos de edad en diferentes religiones.
e La asistencia semanal catdlica ha caido precipitadamente desde 1972, mientras que otros cristianos tienen una mejor

asistencia.
e El23% de las personas criadas como catélicas han abandonado el cristianismo.

Recursos Arquidiocesanos / Explicacién

En respuesta a estas estadisticas (y otras realidades locales que se presentaran en abril), la Arquididcesis esta llevando a cabo
una iniciativa llamada Socios en el Evangelio. La pagina web que explica todo en espaiiol estd en
https://archseattle.org/companeros-en-el-evangelio/?lang=es.

Especificamente, puede encontrar Utiles estos recursos:

Este video con subtitulos en espafiol

Informacion general

Preguntas frecuentes

Glosario de Términos

LA

Este articulo del noroeste catdlico



https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-landscape/
https://twitter.com/ryanburge
https://www.getreligion.org/getreligion/2021/7/7/these-numbers-are-headline-worthy-the-death-of-the-episcopal-church-is-near#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20troubling%20things%20about%20the,an%20Episcopalian%20in%202019%20was%20sixty-nine%20years%20old
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1596162417628958721
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1612096639644336128
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1612523946829832192
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1609217810374459395
https://archseattle.org/companeros-en-el-evangelio/?lang=es
https://vimeo.com/790997845/cc38bfc449
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/sx64wxjdfukg9n0qvae102jh1kwy2e2e/file/1118055543468
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/sx64wxjdfukg9n0qvae102jh1kwy2e2e/file/1118063184283
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/sx64wxjdfukg9n0qvae102jh1kwy2e2e/file/1118071292339
https://nwcatholic.org/news/jean-parietti/revitalizando-las-parroquias-y-encendiendo-nuevamente-la-llama-de-la-fe-para-vivir-la-mision-de-cristo

Sentando las bases

Aungue no aprenderemos sobre nuestra configuracidén familiar hasta octubre de 2023, todavia hay mucho trabajo que se

puede hacer entre ahoray ellos. Tres cosas especificamente:

1.

Orar. Como dice Salmo 127: "A menos que el Sefior edifique la casa, en vano trabajan los que edifican." Todo lo que
hagamos aqui no tendra sentido a menos que sea ante todo la obra de Dios. Necesitamos suplicar por su graciay
favor si esperamos tener éxito. Puede usar la oracion proporcionada por la Arquididcesis en inglés, espafiol o
vietnamita.

Perdonar. Como mencioné en algunas de las homilias de este fin de semana, si alguna vez ha habido un momento
para perdonar, es ahora. Tal vez hemos sido heridos por una parroquia local, sacerdote o compafiero catdlico, y
respondimos a ese dolor cambiando de parroquia. Desafortunadamente, ya no tenemos el lujo de vivir separados, y
tenemos que hacer el trabajo duro del perddn, para que no nos encontremos en la misma familia parroquial. Si
necesita hablar sobre como podria ser el perddn para usted, no dude en reunirse con me
(https://frmoore.com/bookings).

Sugerir. La pregunta principal que me estoy haciendo a mi mismo, al personal de la parroquia y al Consejo Pastoral en
este momento es "éQué necesitamos hacer ahora para sentar una base sélida para este proceso?" ¢ Qué iniciativas
necesitamos completar? ¢ Qué programas necesitamos para poner fin o tal vez para ponernos en marcha? El 1 de julio
de 2024, quiero que nuestra parroquia entre en este proceso sin ninguna distraccién u obstaculo. ¢ Cdmo podemos
utilizar los préximos 18 meses para dar a este proceso su mejor oportunidad de éxito cuando llegue el momento?

Si tiene opiniones sobre estas preguntas, puede hacérmelo saber, o un miembro del personal de la parroquia, o un
miembro de nuestro Comisién Hispana. Si bien aprecio escuchar de todos ustedes, estos son los dos grupos con los
gue colaboro mas estrechamente.

iQue el Sefior los bendiga a ustedes y a nuestra parroquia a través de este proceso!

En Cristo, nuestro Sefior,


https://seattlearch.box.com/s/og4ljl9vxbf55115n7nq794784ycsy2u
https://seattlearch.box.com/s/9vrr3ygp2kotu9phs4kgpcbylz09iotm
https://seattlearch.app.box.com/s/rkyfg9o8r6wh4cq8pb2qmxfseucncadr/file/1118989652164
https://frmoore.com/bookings

